Regular Board Meeting February 17, 2011

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

February 17, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on February 17, 2011 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Christina Matheson, Harold Hensley and Stacy Knotts
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Danny Allen and Ray Lewis
STAFF PRESENT:  Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Brandi King (Town Clerk), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Chief), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Lynn Bryant (Finance Officer) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Mary Kelley, Lynn Hotaling, Sarah Graham, Ryan Sherby, Julie Sylvester, Fred Underwood, John Chapman, Mitch Crisp and John Gurtler
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Moody requested that consideration for a Veteran’s Memorial at Bridge Park be added to the agenda. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mitch Crisp of Dixon Hughes stated audit costs are often difficult to determine. Different Towns are hard to compare because no two are alike. Financial Measurements such as total revenues, cash investments, total assets and transactions made with other governments are used to determine audit costs. Population is a poor measurement. Crisp stated that Sylva’s audit costs are favorable and in line with what they should be when evaluating the Financial Measurements.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated Mountain Projects will hold a concert on February 27th at Haywood Community College to benefit the “Share the Warmth” project.
Moody also stated he received a letter from Judith Patillo asking the Board to pass a Proclamation recognizing May as the month for the people hard of hearing.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower stated she has been out visiting businesses at least once a week. Isenhower is also working on the administration of the NC Main Street Energy Grant. She is also continuing to work with Vicki Greene and Sarah Graham on the Rural Enterprise Grant. The bid opening for the Fire Department Aerial Truck was held on Monday night, so she and Chief Beck will be reviewing the bids this week.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer reported the lights are hooked up along the new sidewalk from Sylva to Dillsboro. The sidewalk and road along Ridgeway will need to be widened because of the construction at the new Library.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard reported the department has received their new uniforms and they are much more comfortable. Woodard will be working on getting ABC training for all the officers. Woodard also spoke with County Manager Chuck Wooten about leasing the old library for the police department. The police department has started listing arrests they have made in The Sylva Herald on a weekly basis and have received positive feedback. Woodard also reported on the statistics from the previous month.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Kelley reported the Planning Board has welcomed John Jeleniewski as a new member. Ron Hancock and Gerald Green attended the February meeting and talked about updating the zoning ordinances. Kelley reported the Planning Board discussed bringing in a developer to their next meeting so the Board is more aware of the housing needs in Sylva. Commissioner Knotts stated this is a good idea.

DSA REPORT: Sylvester stated the Fourth Annual Father/Daughter Dance went really well. DSA is working with The Sylva Herald and David Schulman to organize a “Heritage Walk” for Downtown. The plaques on the buildings are being designed and funded by Schulman. DSA has booked their bands for Concerts on the Creek. The Main Street Solutions Grant has been submitted and they should hear if they are approved in May. Greening Up the Mountains is scheduled for April 23rd and Emily Elders is chairing the event.

CONCERTS ON THE CREEK: Isenhower has confirmed three bands for a total of $1,400. The park rental fees total $750 and the ASCAP insurance costs $300. Isenhower recommends budgeting $3,000 in next year’s budget for Concerts on the Creek. Commissioner Knotts stated this is an important partnership for the Town and would be comfortable budgeting this amount. Commissioner Matheson agreed. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to budget $3,000 in next year’s budget for Concerts on the Creek. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Attorney Ridenour stated he still objects to paying the ASCAP fee.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS REQUEST FOR DONATIONS: Fred Underwood of Chapter 89, which serves Haywood, Jackson and Swain Counties has requested that the Town Board make a donation to their chapter. Commissioner Hensley stated he would like the Town to contribute to their organization, so they will discuss the funding amount at the next Board meeting.

COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES: Ryan Sherby of Region A stated the Jackson County Task Force has produced their draft of transportation priorities and would like the Town Board to review them and make recommendations. Sherby is willing to assist in any way he can. The Board and Sherby will schedule a work session to review the priorities at a later date.

FIRE DEPARTMENT AERIAL TRUCK BIDS: Tabled until later date.

MAIN STREET ENERGY GRANT APPROVAL: The Town has received $38,000 from the Main Street Energy Program for energy upgrades to downtown buildings. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to accept the letter of approval for the Main Street Energy Grant. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RURAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GRANT RESOLUTION: The Town has the opportunity to apply for a grant through USDA for a $25,000 loan program for small business property upgrades. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adopt the Resolution of Support for the Rural Business Enterprise Grant. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL AT BRIDGE PARK: Commissioner Hensley stated he was approached by Charlie McConnell of the Rotary Club asking if the Board would allow them to place a Veteran’s Memorial at the Bridge Park. The consensus of the Board is to invite Charlie McConnell to the next Board meeting to discuss the memorial.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 10:23 a.m.
______________________________

______________________________

Maurice Moody




Brandi H. King
Mayor 






Town Clerk

