Regular Board Meeting October 7, 2010

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 7, 2010
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on October 7, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley,  Ray Lewis, Stacy Knotts and Christina Matheson
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Danny Allen
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk)
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Mary Kelley (Planning Board), Karl Nicholas (Planning Board), Ken Curtis (Planning Board), Gibbs Knotts, Whitney Knotts, Sarah Walker, Asa Walker, Samuel Crabtree and Tim Crabtree
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody reported that he attended the follow-up meeting concerning “Concerts on the Creek”. Moody stated the Board would need to make a commitment in January for the budget process if they decide to continue funding the event.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Knotts stated the website is almost complete and should go live next week.
Commissioner Matheson reported that the Police Chief Panel reviewed 19 applications and selected six for interviews. Their recommendation for the new Police Chief will be made next week.

MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower was not present for the meeting. Moody read Isenhower’s report. The Main Street Program is getting ready to release grant funding and she suggests the Town work with DSA to obtain funding for Mill Street renovations.
PUBLIC HEARING (TAXI SERVICE APPLICATION – THE BUZZ BUS, LLC): Mayor Moody opened the public hearing at 5:37 p.m. Timothy and Samuel Crabtree of Franklin have submitted a privilege license application to allow them to run a taxi service in the town limits. Timothy Crabtree has been screened by the Police Department and has been issued a Taxi Operator’s Permit by Chief Jeff Jamison. The service will be primarily for college students and will transport them from bars and nightclubs in Sylva to Cullowhee to help reduce the number of alcohol related accidents and DUI’s. Commissioner Knotts stated this is a service that has been needed for a long time. Commissioners Matheson and Hensley believe this service is a good idea. Sarah Walker, a Sylva resident, questioned whether they could transport citizens to medical visits and children to extra curricular activities. The Crabtree’s will look into the daytime market at a later date. The public hearing was closed at 5:46 p.m.
ZONING CHANGES DISCUSSION: The inter-local agreement with Jackson County, and how zoning should be handled was discussed at the previous Board meeting. Commissioner Knotts stated she is happy with the partnership the Town has with the County. Knotts also believes the Town is getting good value from the additional funds they pay the County to enforce the Town’s zoning ordinances. 

Density requirements were also discussed at the previous Board meeting. Commissioner Hensley does not feel like the Town should require lots to be more than 17,000 square feet because it reduces the number of houses that can be built in the Town of Sylva. Commissioner Hensley, Knotts and Matheson would like for the Planning Board to look into different options for lot size requirements in all the residential areas to allow for more flexibility.
GREENWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to appoint Karl Nicholas to the Greenway Advisory Committee. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
TAXI SERVICE APPLICATION – THE BUZZ BUS, LLC: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the privilege license application for The Buzz Bus, LLC. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION: Planning Board Chair Mary Kelley stated there has been discussion of communication issues between the Town Board and the Planning Board at their meetings. Ken Curtis also stated the Planning Board is unsure of their role when it comes to variances and conditional use permits. Karl Nicholas stated the Planning Board used to make recommendations for variances and conditional use permits, but now they are being by-passed and not made aware of these applications. Commissioner Knotts stated she would like for the Planning Board to start making recommendations on the variance and conditional use permit applications. Commissioner Matheson stated that the Town Manager is the link between the Town Board and the Planning Board, so Isenhower should report all issues of each Board at each of their meetings. Knotts stated the Board should start receiving Planning Board minutes and the Planning Board should receive the Town Board minutes to help them stay informed. Knotts also questioned whether the Planning Board could be the decision maker again if Isenhower makes sure they are following the rules.
MAIN STREET PARKING ORDINANCE DISCUSSION: Isenhower has received a few complaints regarding the Main Street Parking Ordinance. Dodie Allen states the parking ordinance does not allow her enough time to load and unload in front of her business. Allen was issued a $50 fine for parking in front of her store. Allen stated she was unloading her vehicle at the time she received the ticket. She would like some consideration on her fine and also requested a loading zone in front of her store. City Lights Bookstore states that the overflow parking from Main Street is now parking in front of their business. The ordinance could be amended to include the entire B-1 district.
RAYMOND STREET PROPOSED CLOSING: The NCDOT held a public information session on October 5th concerning the proposed closing of Raymond Street. The DOT is trying to reduce the number of railroad crossings in the Town. The consensus of the Board was to have the Mayor send a letter to the DOT stating they would agree with closing Raymond Street if they leave the footbridge, the crossing at Harold Street is repaired, they install a footpath connecting Chipper Curve to Skyland Drive, and improvements are made to the Chipper Curve and Skyland Drive intersections. Commissioner Hensley also stated he would like to see the DOT help the Town install sidewalks on Skyland Drive. 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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