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REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

March 3, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 3, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Christina Matheson, Stacy Knotts and Ray Lewis
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Danny Allen and Harold Hensley
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Tammy Hooper (Asst. Police Chief), Lynn Bryant (Finance Officer) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Maggie Tobias, John Gurtler, Georgia Raines, Seth Cole, James Cabe, Michael Beck and Ely Eby
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Moody requested that a donation request from the Sylva Garden Club be added to the agenda. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower reported she is continuing to administer the Energy Grant. Jay Coward will be meeting with Schaeffer and Lt. Lamphiear to look at installing footbridges at Pinnacle Park by the end of the fiscal year. The Department Heads are working on their departmental budgets for FY 2011-2012. The Board will be meeting with Ryan Sherby from Region A on March 10th at 9:00 am in the Board Room to review the Town’s transportation priorities. The Public Hearing for the Jackson County Hazard Mitigation Plan will be held on March 7th at 6:30 pm at the Justice Center.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS AND SYLVA GARDEN CLUB DONATION REQUEST: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to donate $300 to the Disabled American Veterans and the Sylva Garden Club. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL AT BRIDGE PARK: The item was tabled until the next regularly scheduled meeting.

OPEB TRUST FUND: Bryant reported that there are 12 government agencies that are currently participating with the Trust. Bryant also discovered that in order to participate in the Trust Fund the Town would need to have their own Trust Attorney. Ridenour would be the Town’s Trust Attorney. The total investments in the State Trust Fund are $42,045,800. Mayor Moody questioned whether there would be a management fee. Bryant stated she was unsure, but the Town is not charged a fee with the Cash Management Trust Fund. Bryant also stated the Board would need to commit to participating in the Trust by June 23rd. Bryant stated the minimum investment is $100,000 so other small towns probably do not have the funds available to participate. Isenhower stated that other small towns do not offer retiree benefits. Bryant suggests investing $125,000 this year and $25,000 each year after. The item will be placed on the May 6th agenda for further discussion.
GROSS RECEIPTS DISCUSSION: Bryant stated that Asheville, Hendersonville and Burnsville are the Western Counties that are currently on Gross Receipts. Waynesville and Franklin are looking into starting gross receipts next year. Bryant stated the Town has not changed their privilege license fee schedule in over 10 years, and gross receipts would be the most equitable way to charge for the licenses. The item will be discussed further at a future Board Meeting.

MOUNTAIN PROJECTS – TEEN INSTITUTE VIDEO: Georgia Raines and Seth Cole of Mountain Projects showed the Board a video of the Teen Institute that was held at Lake Logan in February. The ABC Grant funds the Town donated to Mountain Projects helped send teens to the institute for leadership training in the fight against drug and alcohol abuse. Mountain Projects thanked the Town for their support.
JAMES CABE PROPERTY TAXES: James Cabe would like the Board to waive the attorney fees that have been incurred on his account do to the pending lawsuit against Cabe for payment of his taxes. Ridenour stated if the attorney fees were waived by the Board this would set a precedent and other taxpayers would be able to have attorney fees waived. Ridenour stated that Cabe can continue to make $200 per month payments to the Town. The item died for lack of a motion.
PROCLAMATION FOR HARD OF HEARING: The Department of Health and Human Services would like the Town’s support by approving the proclamation. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the Proclamation for the Hard of Hearing. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
BB&T BANKING RESOLUTION: In order for the Finance Officer to move a percentage of the general fund dollars to BB&T the Board would need to pass the resolution. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
DEBT PAYOFF – FIRE ENGINE 354: The fire department has an opportunity to pay off a debt payment on a loan that has six years left. The Town will save $6,500 in interest if they pay it off now. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to payoff the debt payment from the Fire Department’s Fund Balance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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