Regular Board Meeting January 20, 2011


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

January 20, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held their regularly scheduled meeting on January 20, 2011 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts, Ray Lewis and Christina Matheson

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT:  Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Brandi King (Town Clerk), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Chief), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)

VISITORS PRESENT:  Julie Sylvester, Maggie Tobias and John Gurtler
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Moody requested that a Resolution in Support of Main Street Solutions Fund Grant be added to the agenda. Commissioner Lewis made a motion to add a closed session to the agenda pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6). Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody reported the Town has met the Division of Community Assistance’s initial requirements for the water and sewer project on Walter Ashe Road. The Town has received a letter asking us to apply for the funding.
TWSA’s annual meeting will be Tuesday, February 8th at 5:30 pm.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen stated he found the Letter to the Editor in this week’s edition of The Sylva Herald very intriguing. Sylva needs to join the County and move in the right direction to help stimulate Jackson County’s economy and provide more jobs for the residents.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower stated the new website is now up and running. There has also been a proposal for a trail race at Pinnacle Park. The item will be discussed further at the next Board Meeting. Isenhower received a letter from the Corridor Coalition wanting a letter of support for their project from the Board. Schaeffer and Isenhower will collect more information on the project before the Board takes a position.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer reported that Duke Energy will start installing the street lights for the Sylva to Dillsboro sidewalk this week. He also reported the DOT cannot put a delay on the traffic light at the Schulman and Mill Street intersection. The DOT suggests installing a sign for “no left turns” at the intersection. Schaeffer reported the Pinnacle Park Monitoring Report came back good. The Town’s Tree City Application has been approved. The crews have put in over 120 overtime hours since Christmas because of the snow. The little tractor they use to clear snow from the sidewalks has broke down and the plow truck is rusting out.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Chief Woodard stated there were no more accidents than usual even with all the snow. The State Highway Patrol donated snow tires to the police department. Woodard, Hooper, Watson and Rumsey met with ADA Reid Taylor to discuss grants for schooling for the detectives and court scheduling for the officers that work the graveyard shifts. Two new cameras and computers will be installed in the police cars with funds from the Governor’s Highway Safety Grant they received. There were about eight break-ins on the west side of Town and the suspect is now in jail. Sgt. Farmer and Officer Bennett worked with ALE at a local bar. Seven citations for underage drinking and three warnings were issued.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: None
DSA REPORT: Julie Sylvester stated that DSA has been working diligently on the Main Street Solutions Grant. The deadline for the grant is February 10th. Seven buildings have estimated costs for repairs and Odell Thompson has volunteered designs for the improvements to the buildings. They will also be applying for the Region A Toolbox grant in April to help with the streetscape of Mill Street. DSA will also be having a “Sylva Skates Phantom Fundraiser” to help raise funds for the Main Street Solutions Grant. The Father/Daughter Dance will be held February 4th. DSA has started working with Emily Elders to start planning for this year’s Greening Up the Mountains Festival.
PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to appoint John Jeleniewski to the Planning Board. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CONCERTS ON THE CREEK: At the last meeting Mayor Moody asked the Board to commit $4,800 to the Concerts on the Creek budget for next year. Commissioner Hensley stated he is not comfortable with committing money for the concerts when the money would better serve the Town by funding the purchase of a snow plow. Commissioner Knotts stated the concerts are great for economic development in Town. She would be okay with funding the same amount as the previous year, but is not comfortable with increasing the funds without seeing next years budget first. Commissioner Matheson suggested that Isenhower and Moody solicit bands and report back at next months meeting to get a better idea of the funding that would be needed.

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT: MAIN STREET SOLUTIONS FUND GRANT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the Resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) regarding personnel. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into closed session at 10:01 a.m.

Commissioner Hensley made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into regular session at 10:51 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 
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