Regular Board Meeting April 7, 2011

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

April 7, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on April 7, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson, Stacy Knotts and Ray Lewis
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Brian Siddall, Jason Kimenker, Charles Allen, Michael Beck and Chris Greene
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated he received a letter from the Sylva Garden Club thanking the Town for their contribution. Moody also received a letter from the Arbor Day Foundation stating the Town is a Tree City USA Community for 2010.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower reported she received the draft feasibility study for the upgrades to NC107 and has emailed everyone a copy. The Way-finding Committee will be meeting tomorrow morning and will finalize some details so fabrication can start on the signs. Isenhower also stated she has been spending a lot of time working on the budget and highlighted some of the accomplishments this fiscal year. 
PUBLIC HEARING (ZONING ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION – AUTOZONE): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:37 p.m. AutoZone will be constructing a store on NC 107 and is requesting a sign variance for an additional wall sign and increase in height on the freestanding sign in front of the store. The hardship claimed by AutoZone is the ability to compete with Advanced Auto by being visible to the same percentage of drivers. Jason Kimenker stated the sign ordinance creates a level playing field for all businesses and he does not want to see the Board set a precedent by approving the request. Charles Allen stated that when Allison Chevrolet requested a sign variance it was denied. The public hearing was closed at 5:45 p.m.
JACKSON COUNTY FIRE SERVICE CONTRACT: At the last Board meeting, Alan Farmer (Jackson County Fire Marshal) asked the Board to approve a new fire services contract for the Sylva Fire Department to provide fire protection within the County.  Mayor Moody stated that paragraph five stating that all members had to be certified by the NC Insurance Commissioner should be eliminated from the contract. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the contract as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FY 2010-2011 AUDIT CONTRACT: The Board approved the Town to use Burleson and Early for this fiscal year audit at the last Board Meeting. The Board needs to formally approve the audit contract in the amount of $11,800. The item is tabled until the next Board Meeting.

ZONING ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION – AUTOZONE: Commissioner Knotts stated the staff report from the County shows that the application fails all the conditions of the variance. Commissioner Hensley stated the Board denied McDonald’s variance last year when they closed down for three months for renovations. The variance request was denied for lack of a motion. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT LOCATION COMMITTEE: There has been some discussion about the Police Department possibly utilizing the old Library building. The consensus of the Board is to form a committee to formulate ideas and plans for the relocation. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to appoint Commissioner Matheson to the Committee, to be the liaison between the Board, County and Police Department. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with the Town Attorney regarding the Fire Department Construction Contract. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Closed Session at 5:55 p.m.
Commissioner Hensley made a motion to come out of Closed Session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Regular Session at 6:17 p.m.

Town Attorney Ridenour stated that Chief Davis Woodard has been working extremely diligently on the Downtown Parking Ordinance and will report at the next Board Meeting.

The Neighbors in Need Dinner will be on April 14th at 6:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. 

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:21 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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