Regular Board Meeting May 5, 2011

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

May 5, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on May 5, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson, Stacy Knotts and Ray Lewis
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Joan Stearns, Susan Bowman, Dave Matheson, Sarah Graham, Whitney Knotts, Gibbs Knotts, Maggie Tobias, Lucy Wofford, John Bubasz, Dieter Kuhn, Sheryl Rudd and Julie Sylvester
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: John Bubasz stated he started his business in Cullowhee in 2001. DSA made Main Street more attractive for his business, so he moved to Sylva. Bubasz is requesting the Town fund DSA as much as possible.
Sheryl Rudd has had a business on Mill Street for seven years and stated that downtown is the heart of Sylva. Rudd stated her business saves on advertising costs because of DSA and the economic development they do. Rudd also stated that $12,000 is only .48% of the Town’s budget and is an unacceptable amount of dollars that are funded for economic development. She stated the Board should fund them at least $25,000 since Franklin gives $45,000. Rudd also compared Sylva’s economic development to Hendersonville’s. Hensley stated Hendersonville does not fund their Downtown Association at all.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated he attended Town Hall Day in Raleigh.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen stated he would like to commend the Police and Fire Department for the work they do throughout the Town.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower reported that Ridgeway Street will be re-opening in a few weeks due to paving issues. The Town received a request for a stop light at Municipal Drive and Main Street. This has been requested in the past, but DOT will not install. Isenhower also attended Town Hall Day in Raleigh and spent time with several legislators. They still seem confident that municipal revenues will not change and they may have an agreement on the budget from the House and Senate this month.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Isenhower reported that the Planning Board is continuing their work on the Planned Unit Development Standards and will present it to the Town Board soon.

FY 2011-2012 BUDGET DISCUSSION: The item was not discussed at the regular meeting.

JOAN STEARNS – PARKING ISSUES: Joan Stearns stated she lives on Central Street and is continually bothered by the public since her house is surrounded by government and non-profit agencies. She stated the zoning is an issue and she would like to install ‘No Parking’ signs at her house. Stearns also stated the Police Department will not address her concerns. 

Town Attorney Ridenour stated it is not a zoning issue since the entities were there long before the zoning ordinance was adopted. Ridenour stated that Stearns needs to make a list of what her issues are so they can all be addressed.

Police Chief Woodard stated that all legitimate complaints are addressed by the officers.
POLICE DEPARTMENT PARKING FINES: Police Chief Woodard presented the Board with a list of recommended parking fines. Mayor Moody questioned if the recommended fees were similar to other Towns. Commissioner Matheson suggested the Board hold a public hearing and create an ordinance for parking citations. The item is tabled until the next board meeting.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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