Regular Board Meeting June 2, 2011

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

June 2, 2011
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on June 2, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson, Stacy Knotts and Ray Lewis
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Adrienne Isenhower (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Police Chief) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Mary Kelley, John Bubacz, Lucy Wofford, Quintin Ellison, John Gurtler, Sarah Graham, John Jeleniewski and Julie Sylvester
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Isenhower reported that a citizen has requested that a road be closed. The resolution of intent will be presented at the next Board meeting. Evalina and Central Streets have been paved and the planters are finished on Main Street. Bids were sent out for the Main Street Energy Grant, but we did not receive enough bids so the document has been re-written and new bids for all the energy projects will be due June 10th. The Board has $300 left in miscellaneous contributions and have received a request from AWAKE for donations.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Mary Kelley reported that the Planning Board continued their work on the zoning requirements for Planned Unit Developments at their last meeting. Kelley also introduced John Jeleniewski as the new Chairman of the Planning Board.
PUBLIC HEARING – FY 2011-2012 BUDGET: Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:38 p.m. Isenhower reviewed the highlights of the proposed budget. There was no public input. The Public Hearing was closed at 5:43 p.m.
POLICE DEPARTMENT PARKING FINES: Police Chief Woodard and Town Attorney Ridenour have been working on proposed changes for the ordinance and presented their recommendations to the Board. The proposed changes would allow the Police Department to collect the fines instead of the fees going to the State. The ordinance would also state there will be a delinquency fee if not paid within 30 days. The fees will be collected at Town Hall, with the Police Department as a secondary location.
NOISE ORDINANCE: Police Chief Woodard and Town Attorney Ridenour have been working on proposed changes for the noise ordinance and presented their recommendations to the Board. Attorney Ridenour stated the noise ordinance is difficult to enforce because noise is subjective. Commissioner Hensley stated the time of day should not matter if someone is disturbing the peace. Commissioner Matheson questioned whether a decibel meter could be used to measure noise or measure the distance from the source. Attorney Ridenour stated the officers will be using their own discretion when issuing violations for the noise ordinance.

Public Hearings for the Parking Fines and Noise Ordinance will be scheduled for July 7th at 5:30 p.m.
SOUTHWESTERN COMMISSION GRANT – SARAH GRAHAM: Graham reported that the Town has a grant opportunity they could apply for to help with the NC107 Corridor Study. The Federal Highway Administration Grant would be a $50,000 grant with a $10,000 match that would be required. Graham stated the Town would be asked for at least a $3,000 contribution. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to allocate $3,000 for the Town’s portion of the match for the Federal Highway Administration Grant. The motion carries with a four to one vote. Commissioner Lewis was opposed.
FY 2011-2012 BUDGET ORDINANCE: Isenhower stated that as the proposed budget stands now there will be an $18,291 surplus and would like the Board’s recommendation of how to handle the surplus. The consensus of the Board is to allocate the surplus to the contingency. Commissioner Matheson stated that she will not be able to attend the next meeting and would like to be able to be present to vote on the budget ordinance. The consensus of the Board is to table the item and hold a special meeting the week of June 27th in order to approve the budget.
PRIVILEGE LICENSE ORDINANCE: The proposed Privilege License Ordinance was presented to the Board. The manufacturing category was discussed at the Public Hearing since manufacturing companies have lower profit margins. The Board decided to charge 20 cents per $1,000 for manufacturing. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the Privilege License Ordinance with the manufacturing amendment. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT: The item has been tabled until the next meeting.

RURAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GRANT: The Rural Business Enterprise Grant, a loan program for small business property upgrades, was applied for in January and it looks as if the application will be approved. The Board needs to adopt a resolution accepting the letter of conditions for the grant. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adopt the resolution accepting the letter of conditions. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) regarding the possible acquisition of real property. The motion carries and the Board entered into closed session at 6:33 p.m.

Commissioner Hensley made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries and the Board entered into regular session at 6:49 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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