Regular Board Meeting January 19, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

January 19, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on January 19, 2012 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Danny Allen
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Tammy Hooper (Assistant Police Chief), Davis Woodard (Police Chief),Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) and Paige Roberson (Downtown Economic Director)
VISITORS PRESENT: Marie Leatherwood, Quintin Ellison and Maggie Tobias
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:  Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Marie Leatherwood presented a letter to the Board regarding the property tax revaluations and her freedom of speech. She requested the Board adopt a Resolution of Condemnation.
Tom Keller of Sylva Glass and Mirror commended J.P. Gallardo on the parking enforcement downtown. Keller requested that more traffic enforcement be done downtown to reduce speeding.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated the Board needs to start thinking about Concerts on the Creek. He would like the item added to the February agenda.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Morgan stated the Revolving Loan Fund Committee will be meeting on January 26th to discuss the application from Jackson Paper. Town Attorney Eric Ridenour has a conflict of interest regarding Jackson Paper, so Morgan recommends having Elizabeth Brigham sit on the committee in Ridenour’s absence. Morgan also stated the Budget Schedule needs to be approved. The Metrostat documents have been signed and now the Board can start entertaining proposals for the purchase of the system. Security issues at Town Hall have been addressed. The back door now has to have key access and the door leading into the administration offices now has a buzzer for entry.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer reported the crews are thankful to the Board for their new plow truck that makes snow removal easier. The crews will be working with Jackson County to remove brush at the Town corridors. Commissioner Matheson has received a request for a flashing pedestrian sign in front of the old rescue squad building next to Mark Watson Park. Schaeffer will speak with DOT about the signage at that crosswalk.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard reported that Krystle Stutts, Police Clerk, has attended an evidence technician class so she will be able to handle evidence. Woodard and Hooper have been working with Ridenour on the Second Hand Dealers Ordinance and a Collection Letter for Fines and Fees. Sergeant Farmer and Sergeant Harris have completed the Certified Instructors course.
DSA REPORT: Paige Roberson reported that DSA has contracted with Emily Elders to coordinate Greening Up the Mountains. The festival will take place on Saturday, April 28th. Elders plans to start accepting vendor applications next week. Roberson has received the first draft for the study on the National Registered Historic District downtown. This the study that was paid for by First Citizens Bank.
Roberson also stated she needs the Board to request a Program Change for the Main Street Solution Grant. The closing of Annie’s Bakery in the fall necessitates a project amendment regarding job retention in the grant agreement. Annie’s had committed to retaining 11 full time employees. In the Program Change, we are requesting to reduce our obligation of job retention. The agreement committed to retaining 46 full-time jobs with this grant agreement, now we will be able to retain 35 jobs. The obligation to job creation will not change, businesses involved in the grant will still be able to create 11 full time jobs. The amount of the Main Street Award is based on job creation instead of job retentions. Therefore, the Program Change will request that the award amount remain the same. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to request that the NC Main Street Solutions Fund assistance amount remain at full funding of $47,382. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT: Commissioner Hensley suggested the Board get a recommendation from the Planning Board.
SECOND HAND DEALERS ORDINANCE: Commissioner Matheson suggested changing 11-41(a)(4) to state: Fixed Location Antique Dealers whose sole business involves the buying, selling, trading and selling of antiques. The consensus of the Board was to make the change. A public hearing will be scheduled for the March 1st meeting.
2012-2013 BUDGET SCHEDULE: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the budget schedule. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING PROCEDURES FOR THE DISPOSAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY VALUED AT LESS THAN $5,000: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adopt the Ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ATTORNEY SELECTION FOR REVOLVING LOAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS REGARDING JACKSON PAPER: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to have Elizabeth Brigham serve on the Revolving Loan Committee with issues concerning Jackson Paper Manufacturing. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 10:07 a.m.
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