Regular Board Meeting March 1, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

March 1, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 1, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Danny Allen and Stacy Knotts
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney), Paige Roberson (Downtown Economic Director) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Maggie Tobias, Justin Novgrod and Anne Fisher
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Anne Fisher stated she received a parking ticket for parking in the handicapped space in front of Hooper’s Restaurant. Fisher stated she did not realize she was parked in a handicapped space because it was not marked on the pavement like the other handicapped spaces on Main Street. Fisher has requested that Public Works paint the handicapped sign on the pavement to be uniform with the other spaces in Downtown.
Justin Novgrod requested the Board install a street light for security purposes on New Dawn Lane since there are three businesses in the area. Mayor Moody stated that if the request meets requirements then the power company will install the street light.

MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Sossamon stated she is continuing to serve on the subcommittee at Western Carolina University in planning Chancellor Belcher’s Installation Festivities.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Mike Morgan stated the Town has signed up for the Wellness Initiative through the League of Municipalities. Participating employees’ wellness will be assessed every ten months and will be no cost to the Town since we have our medical insurance through the League.
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 (SECOND HAND DEALERS): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 5:40 p.m. Police Chief Woodard stated the ordinance would require second hand dealers to enter merchandise they receive directly to LeadsOnline. This would prevent the Police Department from having to go to each individual dealer and collect the tickets of the items in the stores. The ordinance would also help the Police Department recover stolen items in a more efficient manner. There was no public input. The public hearing was closed at 5:43 p.m.
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 (SECOND HAND DEALERS): Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the Ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
REVOLVING LOAN FUND APPLICATION UPDATES: Morgan stated the loan fees and application process has been updated in order for the Town to be able to recoup their costs of the loan process. The maximum loan amount will be decreased from $500,000 to $125,000 to limit the potential loss to the Town since these are risky loans. Morgan also stated there was a change to Section 16 allowing the Board to appropriate funds for the Town projects from the RLF with Board action. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the updates to the Revolving Loan Fund Application. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
AMENDED CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE NEW SYLVA POLICE DEPARTMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the amended ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

RESOLUTION IN APPRECIATION OF GREG BAUGUESS’ SERVICE ON THE PLANNING BOARD: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

VERIFICATION FROM MUNICIPALITY RESOLUTION: Morgan stated this resolution is needed from the Board in order for the Fire Department to complete their ISO Rating Process. The inspection will hopefully lower the tax rating to decrease the insurance premiums for homeowners and business owners in the Town. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CHANCELLOR’S INSTALLATION DISCUSSION: Commissioner Sossamon requested that $1000 be appropriated from Fund Balance to the Main Street Program for ribbons, lights and banners for the WCU Chancellor’s Installation. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to transfer $1000 from Fund Balance to the Main Street Program. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with the Town’s attorney regarding a hazard abatement. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into closed session at 5:59 p.m.
Commissioner Hensley made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into regular session at 6:55 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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