Regular Board Meeting April 5, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

April 5, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on April 5, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Harold Hensley and Stacy Knotts
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Jeff Goss (Town Attorney) and Paige Roberson (Downtown Economic Director)
VISITORS PRESENT: Avram Friedman, Pat Montee, David Porter, Jenny Porter, Jason Kimenker, Maggie Tobias, Allen Lomax, Pat Thomas, Sierra Connelly, Walter Cook, Susan Stowell, Jill Gottesman
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Avram Friedman presented a resolution to the Board to amend the U.S. Constitution to establish that corporations are not entitled to constitutional rights of natural persons and that money is not speech. Pat Montee and Alan Lomax also spoke in favor of the resolution.
Pat Thomas, co-owner of City Lights Café, stated it would be a detriment to the community if animals are not allowed at the Town’s festivals.

David Porter of Saturn Lane stated his concerns for the Cabe property located in Sunrise Park. He stated the windstorms have taken out the back wall of the house and something needs to be done before someone gets hurt. Jeff Goss stated that the legal process in order to abate the property was initiated on March 9th.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody recognized the Smoky Mountain Show Choir for the awards they won at Festival Disney.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Sossamon stated it was a nice week of celebration for the Chancellor Belcher and his Installation.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Mike Morgan stated the “Painting the Town” event was successful and the welcoming of the new Chancellor went well. Morgan has been in meetings with the County regarding options for Metrostat’s assets. Administration has updated their software program. Morgan also stated he will present the Board with a balanced budget on April 16th and it will be discussed at the April 19th Budget Worksession.
PUBLIC HEARING – VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION REQUEST FROM CVS PHARMACY, LLC: Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 5:52 p.m. Mike Morgan stated that the 1.76 acres in question is adjacent to the existing municipal boundaries. Morgan also stated that CVS’s current sign is taller than what the Town allows and would be non-conforming. Jeff Goss stated that Ridenour’s recommendation is that they be required to bring the sign into compliance in order to be annexed. Mayor Moody stated that if we require them to bring the sign into compliance then they may withdraw their annexation application. Jason Kimenker requested that the Town’s annexation be contingent upon the Town’s ordinances being followed. Kimenker stated they will not withdraw their application if they are wanting to sell beer and wine. The public hearing was closed at 6:03 p.m.
ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS (CVS PHARMACY, LLC): Paige Roberson stated that CVS was given a copy of Sylva’s ordinances and they specifically discussed the sign ordinances with the County before construction. Commissioner Sossamon stated the Board should go along with Ridenour’s recommendation that the annexation should be contingent upon them bringing  the sign into compliance. Commissioner Allen stated they should bring the sign into compliance if they were aware of Sylva’s ordinances ahead of time. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to agree to the voluntary annexation on the condition that they bring the sign into compliance within six (6) months. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
SURVIVAL PRIDE CLOTHING’S REQUEST FOR A CAR SHOW: Tina McDonald of Survival Pride Clothing has requested to hold a Car Show to benefit Relay for Life in the Municipal Parking Lot. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the request for May 26th from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE APPOINTMENTS TO THE SYLVA FIREMEN’S RELIEF FUND BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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