Regular Board Meeting May 3, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

May 3, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on May 3, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Christina Matheson
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) and Paige Roberson (Assistant to the Manager)
VISITORS PRESENT: Joan Stearns, Susan Bowman, Gibbs Knotts, Whitney Knotts, Jane Harrison, Brianna Plummer, Diane Plummer, Georgia Raines, Sabrina Teagans and Maggie Tobias
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Joan Stearns stated she would like the Board to amend the minutes where she addressed the Board with her concerns regarding the police department on May 5th, 2011. Stearns feels that the minutes do not accurately depict what was said at the meeting. Stearns also stated she had public safety issues regarding Poteet Park because the gate was not getting locked at night. 
MAYOR’S REPORT: None.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Mike Morgan stated the pre-bid meeting for the Police Department renovations is scheduled for May 1st and the bid opening will be on May 11th. 
SAND PRESENTATION: Georgia Raines and Jane Harrison of Mountain Projects thanked the Board for their continued support and funding of their Students Against Negative Decisions program. The Boards funding allows them to send area youth to the Teen Institute. Brianna and Sabrina spoke to the Board and told them about the different groups they were involved in and how the Teen Institute helps them in their everyday life.
PARKING LOT RENTAL ON MAIN STREET: Morgan stated the Town has rented the Cogdill parking lot on Main Street for the past two years. This year the Town has been charging $10 per month for a permit to park in the lot. The lot has not been utilized as much as it should be. Mayor Moody stated that if the goal is to get cars off the street then the Town should continue to rent the lot and make it available to everyone. Commissioner Sossamon suggested that the Board rent out reserved spaces on a monthly basis and then let everyone else park in the other spaces. Commissioner Hensley stated the Town already provides a free parking lot on Mill Street and the $6,000 could be used for several things besides renting another parking lot. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to rent the parking lot this fiscal year and try to rent out reserved spots so employees are guaranteed a parking space. The motion carries with a three to one vote. Commissioners Allen and Knotts were for and Commissioner Hensley was opposed.
FY 2012-2013 AUDIT CONTRACT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the audit contract from Burleson & Earley, P.A. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 

COMMUNITY TABLE REQUEST FOR FARMER’S MARKET: The Community Table has requested that the Town allow them to hold the Farmer’s Market inside the Community Table October through March. Commissioner Hensley stated he wanted to make sure they do not allow animals in the building. Commissioner Allen stated they could post a sign stating no animals allowed. Commissioner Knotts stated the Board does not need to micromanage and trust their judgment regarding the building. Commissioner Knotts made a motion to allow the Community Table to use the building on Saturdays for the Farmer’s Market October through March. The motion carries with a three to one vote. Commissioners Allen and Sossamon were for and Commissioner Hensley was opposed. Hensley stated he is opposed if language about not allowing animals in the building is not included in the motion.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6) regarding personnel. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into closed session at 6:12 p.m.

Commissioner Knotts made a motion to come out of closed session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into regular session at 6:49 p.m.

TOWN MANAGER VACANCY: Mayor Moody stated the Board has reached a decision regarding the Town Manager vacancy. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to hire Paige Roberson as Town Manager effective July 1st, 2012. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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