Regular Board Meeting June 21, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

June 21, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on June 21, 2012 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Stacy Knotts, Lynda Sossamon and Christina Matheson
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Mike Morgan (Interim Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Tammy Hooper (Assistant Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Gerald Green, Russ Harris, Whitney Knotts, Mary Gelbaugh, Maggie Tobias and Quintin Ellison
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody recognized Stacy Knotts for her service as Town Commissioner.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Morgan stated the WCU 2012 Day of Service will be July 21st from 10 am to 1:00pm and they are requesting the Town’s participation. The Police Department Renovation Project Contract has been signed and John Burgin Construction received a notice to proceed on July 2nd. Paige Roberson is attending a  Personnel Law Update at WCU this morning, he and Ridenour will be joining her as soon as the meeting is over. Morgan also stated that this will be his last meeting as Interim Manager and Roberson will taking over on July 1st.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer stated there have been problems with Finch Street behind the Sylva ABC Store. The bank is collapsing and the road is very narrow. Schaeffer had the NCDOT do a traffic count for Finch Street and learned that there are 194 cars per day on the road and the average speed is 31.33 miles per hour. The Board will need to decide whether to close the street or build a retaining wall. Preliminary estimates for building a wall are $100,000. The two houses on the road could access their homes from East Sylva Circle.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
DSA REPORT: None
FY 2012-2013 FEE SCHEDULE: Morgan stated the proposed fee schedule is more comparable to surrounding areas, but it will need to be looked at again next year during the budgeting process. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the FY 2012-2013 Fee Schedule. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FY 2012-2013 BUDGET ORDINANCE: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adopt the FY 2012-2013 Budget Ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

AMENDMENT TO THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION POLICIES (PURCHASE ORDERS): Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the amendment to the financial administration policies. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
COMMUNITY TABLE REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST: The Community Table has requested that the Town reimburse them for the water and sewer fees they had to pay while the building owned by the Town was unoccupied. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to reimburse the Community Table $432 for water and sewer fees. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
2012-2013 FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS: Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the Fire Department Officers. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
The 2012-2013 Fire Department Officers are as follows:


Chief



Mike Beck


1st Assistant Chief

Chris Green


2nd Assistant Chief

Mike Bryson


Captain


Brian Wellmon


Captain


Keith Buchanan


Lieutenant


Daniel Buchanan


Secretary


Sam Shuler


Safety Officer


Craig Farmer


Chaplain


Mike Farmer

ABC BOARD APPOINTMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to appoint Marion Jones to the ABC Board. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ABC BOARD CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to appoint Bill Nicholson as ABC Board Chairman. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC HEARING – CONCEPT AUTOMOTIVE VARIANCE APPLICATION: Moody called the recessed public hearing to order at 9:36 am.

The Board of Adjustment for the Town of Sylva held a public hearing in the Board Room of Municipal Hall at 83 Allen Street in Sylva, NC. The purpose of the hearing is to hear a request from Russ Cagle of Concept Automotive for variances regarding his business at 705 East Main Street. Cagle is requesting a variance from the requirement to construct a sidewalk in front of his commercial business (Article 205.1.C.7), to allow the construction of a driveway in the setback(Article 205.1.C.6), and to decrease the width of the landscape buffer along the right-of-way(Article 205.1.C.2).
The public hearing was held after notice of the meeting was published and mailed to all adjoining property owners. No objections about notice were raised.

The Board of Adjustment for the Town of Sylva, after having held a public hearing in the matter and having considered all the evidence and information presented at the hearing, finds as follows:

1. Section 703C of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Sylva provides that variances are allowed provided the Board makes findings that the requirements set out in Section 703C are met.

2. Evidence was submitted and admitted into evidence as follows:

(a) A copy of the variance application dated May 2, 2012.

(b) A copy of the Town of Sylva zoning ordinance.

(c) A copy of the Town of Sylva zoning map.

(d) A site plan for the proposed project.

(e) A copy of the Jackson County Planning Office staff report.

Gerald Green, Jackson County Planner, presented the Board with the staff report from the planning office. Green stated the applicant does not appear to meet the requirements for the variance from the requirement that a sidewalk be constructed. The request for a variance to permit the existing driveway, a small portion of which is located within the mandated setback, to be used appears reasonable. Also, the variance to permit a reduction in the width of the landscape strip along the street frontage appears reasonable provided adequate area is provided for the required trees.

Based upon the findings in this case, it is recommended that the requested variance from Article 205.1.C.7, requiring the construction of a sidewalk, not be granted. To provide time for the design and construction of the sidewalk, it is recommended that the applicant be given 90 days from the date of the Board’s decision to complete construction of the sidewalk.

Based upon the findings in this case, it is recommended that the requested variance from Article 205.1.C.6, to allow a portion of the driveway to be located within the required setback, be granted.

Based upon the findings in this case, it is recommended that the requested variance from Article 205.1.C.2, to permit a reduction in the width of the landscape buffer along the East Main Street frontage (2’ wide grass buffer between street and sidewalk, 3’ landscape strip behind sidewalk to be planted with shrubs and trees every 20’) be granted. It is recommended that the plantings be done following the construction of the sidewalk to prevent damage to plants during the sidewalk construction. It is further recommended that the trees be planted in islands with a minimum size of 50 SF to assure they survive.

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the Board of Adjustments of the Town of Sylva concludes that the request for a variance from the requirement of Article 205.1.C.7 that a sidewalk be constructed along the full length along a public thoroughfare of a parcel developed for or changed to be commercial use should not be granted. The denial was unanimous. Commissioner Hensley did not vote because of a conflict of interest. 
Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the Board of Adjustments of the Town of Sylva concludes that the request for a variance from the requirement of Article 205.1.C.6 that driveways not be located within the required 10’ setback should be granted. The approval was unanimous. Commissioner Hensley did not vote because of a conflict of interest.

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the Board of Adjustments of the Town of Sylva concludes that the request for a variance from the requirement of Article 205.1.C.2 that a 10 foot landscape buffer be provided between any building or parking area and the right-of-way line of public thoroughfare should be granted. The approval was unanimous. Commissioner Hensley did not vote because of a conflict of interest.

Commissioner Matheson made a motion to allow 90 days for the construction of sidewalk and an additional 60 days for the installation of the landscape buffer. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Hensley did not vote because of a conflict of interest.
The Board entered back into regular session at 10:04 am.

JACKSON COUNTY LITTLE LEAGUE DONATION: Ridenour requested the Board make an additional donation to the Jackson County Little League this year since they are hosting the tournaments at the Jackson County facilities. Commissioner Allen made a motion to donate $250 to the Jackson County Little League. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Knotts made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
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