Regular Board Meeting July 5, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

July 5, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on July 5, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley and Christina Matheson
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Danny Allen and Lynda Sossamon
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Jeff Goss (Town Attorney) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Barbara Hamilton, Maggie Tobias, Mary Gelbaugh, Russ Harris, Tandy Wood and Jessica Blackwell
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody stated that Stacy Knotts has resigned from the Board, Commissioner Allen is in the hospital and Commissioner Sossamon’s mother had a stroke.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated that Town employees have finished the first round of drug tests. The Town hosts the Concerts on the Creek tomorrow night. Open Enrollment for employees was held on June 26th. A graduate student from ECU is interning for Appalachian Regional Commission and doing a project on “Sustainable Communities in Western NC”. She will visit Sylva and look at our sustainability efforts such as job creation and energy conservation. The case study will result in a guideline for future sustainability improvements. Roberson also reminded the Board to volunteer for a shift during the “Day of Service” on Saturday, July 14th from 10am to 2 pm. Jean Ensley has begun renovating the Speedy’s lot under the Main Street Solutions Grant. Sylva has submitted an application for a streetscape plan to Southwestern Regional Commission. The award amount is $10,000 and is funded by the Mountain Landscapes Initiative Toolbox. Construction on the Police Department has started with the removal of the asbestos. Schaeffer has submitted the information for Powell Bill funding. The Fire Department’s Officer Installation Dinner will be next Monday night at 7:00 pm. 

PLANNING BOARD REPORT:  The Planning Board met on June 28th. The Board has planned to revise the zoning ordinance over the next year. They will start with the sign ordinance and discuss revisions at the next meeting. Other items the Planning Board determined would take priority are density, lot size, sidewalks, outdoor seating, differences between zoned districts, abandoned structures, affordable housing and aesthetics.
PUBLIC HEARING – TAXI CAB APPLICATION (HACKMAN RIDES): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 5:36 pm. Tandy Wood stated he has fulfilled all the requirements to obtain his pocket card from the Police Chief. Wood, however, has had two speeding tickets in excess of 15 miles per hour since 2007. Chief Woodard stated the current ordinance does not put a time limit on the speeding convictions, therefore he cannot issue the pocket card. Woodard stated the Board may want to put a time limit such as five years on the criteria in question. Woodard also stated Mr. Wood has a felony conviction on his record from Virginia. Wood stated he served three months in jail in 2004 for passing bad checks and has been off probation since 2006. The public hearing was closed at 5:43 pm.
TAXI CAB APPLICATION (HACKMAN RIDES): Commissioner Matheson stated that since the criteria regarding speeding convictions does not state a time limit in the ordinance then the Board cannot approve the Taxi Cab application until the ordinance is amended. Attorney Goss stated that Section 17-3 of the ordinance states that a felony is also grounds not to approve the application. Commissioner Matheson suggested the Board make changes to the ordinance as quickly as possible. Commissioner Matheson made a motion for the Board to look at the Taxi Cab Ordinance and make revisions as necessary. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. The Taxi Cab Application from Hackman Rides was denied.
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION – KEN CURTIS: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the Resolution of Appreciation to Ken Curtis thanking him for his service on the Town of Sylva Planning Board. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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