Regular Board Meeting July 19, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

July 19, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on July 19, 2012 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Harold Hensley and Christina Matheson
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioners Danny Allen and Lynda Sossamon
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Jeff Goss (Town Attorney), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief) 
VISITORS PRESENT: George Ware III, Maggie Tobias, Mary Gelbaugh, Barbara Hamilton, Andy Bryan and Matt Wike
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: George Ware thanked the Town for keeping them operational since Metrostat Technologies ceased operations.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Moody stated that Commissioner Sossamon’s mother is making progress after her stroke.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated the Town’s concerts for “Concerts on the Creek” have been going well. Sylva’s sustainability study has been completed and we should receive a report by the end of August. Roberson also stated it would cost $104 per parking space to mark reserved spaces and the new sign would cost approximately $1,360. Commissioner Matheson stated we should mark the spaces on an as needed basis. Mayor Moody stated there does need to be a sign at the entrance of the parking lot. Commissioner Hensley still does not see the need in renting the lot.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer stated he can use the old “Town of Sylva Parking” sign for the lot. The interior has been gutted in the Police Department and they will be pouring footers today for the ramp and portico.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard stated the construction company is keeping the construction site at the new police department orderly. Rick Bryson has been promoted to Lieutenant. Ryan Griffin and Jeff Howell have joined the police department as new officers.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
DSA REPORT: Roberson stated the Main Street group has been working on their plan of work and event planning for the fall. They will also be visiting Decatur, Georgia to view their economic restructuring efforts. The annual performance report for the Main Street Solutions Grant has been submitted. Jean Ensley will finish her parking lot project at Speedy’s and Family Dollar by October.
PRESENTATION BY MATT WIKE: Matt Wike thanked the Town for their continued support of the NC Highway Patrol and presented the Board, Public Works and the Fire Department with a plaque. The Town has provided the Highway Patrol with office space since the 1980’s. Wike also stated they have been able to use the training room at the newly renovated Fire Department on many occasions. Mayor Moody stated he appreciates their presence in Town.
BALSAMWEST AND DNET OFFER: After several discussions with possible purchasers, the Town and County have received an offer from BalsamWest and Dnet. These two local companies will form a partnership in order to help provide internet and communication services to the citizens of Sylva and Jackson County. The Town and County will split $25,000 cash up front and will receive an additional $50,000 in equal payments over the next ten years, with the first payment beginning five years from now. Attorney Goss stated the Town needs to protect themselves by stating in the contract that the Town will take back the security if payments are not made. Commissioner Matheson agreed stating the Town should have the assurance that we will have access to the technology for the next ten years. Matheson also stated the contract needs to reflect the value of the services we will be receiving from BalsamWest and Dnet. Commissioner Matheson made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Sale of Surplus Property. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
TAXI CAB ORDINANCE REVISIONS DISCUSSION: Mayor Moody stated the $15 fee for a taxi cab license does not need to be included in the ordinance since it is already part of the privilege license ordinance. Commissioner Matheson questioned whether the pocket cards should be renewed every year instead of every four years. Woodard stated that would be helpful since medical conditions could change within four years. Attorney Goss suggested adding language such as periodic checks by the Chief of Police shall be conducted. Roberson will work on the changes the Board suggested and get the revisions back to the Board as soon as possible.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries and the meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m.
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