Regular Board Meeting September 6, 2012

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

September 6, 2012
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on September 6, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Commissioner Christina Matheson
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Maggie Tobias, Bayleigh Davis, John Jeleniewski and Vince Cvijanovic
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated the Town of Sylva was recently publicized in the Charlotte newspaper. The article suggests a trip to downtown Sylva.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson reported that the construction of the new police department is coming along on schedule.
Bernadette Peters of City Lights Café has organized a trip to Decatur, GA, a fellow Main Street City. The Main Street Sylva Association is planning to go to Decatur on September 25th to meet with their merchant’s association and observe how their downtown group, city council, and merchant’s association interact and the roles they each take in downtown development.

Roberson also stated she attended the WNC City and County Manager’s meeting. They discussed community economic development incentives. Roberson will also be attending the remainder of the County’s Economic Development Steering Committee meetings in Commissioner Matheson’s place.

The 2012 Concerts on the Creek series has ended. Roberson thanked the Chamber of Commerce and the Jackson County Recreation Department for their support and the public for their interest and participation. Roberson also thanked all the bands for their participation.

Roberson reported that the 30 day order has expired and Mr. Cabe has not demolished his structures in Sunrise Park. The Town will move forward with demolition and hazard abatement.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson reported John Jeleniewski has accepted the Code Enforcement position at the County and his seat will need to be filled on the Planning Board. The Planning Board is continuing their review of the sign ordinance.
PUBLIC HEARING (SIGN ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION – SIGN-A-RAMA/VERIZON WIRELESS): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 5:36 p.m. Roberson stated the property in question is zoned B-3. Sign-A-Rama on behalf of Cellular Sales has requested a sign variance allowing them to adjust the sign area allowed by not using the checkmark portion of the Verizon Wireless logo in the box measurement. They are also requesting to be able to install two signs on the front portion of the building. Roberson stated the Planning Board’s recommendation is to deny the variance. John Jeleniewski, Code Enforcement Officer, stated their application does not present any hardships and is merely a marketing advantage. Commissioner Hensley stated the property has been for sale for ten years and the Board should not stop businesses from coming to Sylva because of their sign ordinance. Vince Cvijanovic of Sign-A-Rama stated they have worked with Cellular Sales in the past. Cellular Sales believes that in order to make one of their stores successful they need a good location, a first class building and proper signage so the store is identifiable. Cvijanovic also stated the front of the building is curved with an architectural feature that splits the front of the building into 2 front walls, which is why they are requesting two signs for the front of the building. The public hearing was closed at 6:06 pm.
SIGN ORDINANCE VARIANCE APPLICATION – SIGN-A-RAMA/VERIZON WIRELESS: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to excuse herself from voting on this issue pursuant to NCGS 160A-75 and NCGS 160A-38. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. The Board reviewed the variance disposition. Commissioner Hensley voted “yes” to item (a) and Commissioners Allen and Hamilton voted “no” stating the request is not the minimum possible deviation from the ordinance. Based upon the conclusions made in item (a) of the variance disposition the variance request was denied. Commissioner Sossamon stated that because of the proximity to the road there will be plenty of visibility for the business.
SWEAR IN PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS: The item was tabled.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING QUITCLAIM DEED: Roberson stated that according to plats at the Jackson County Register of Deeds there is a .097 acre tract that belongs to the Town in front of the old Kentucky Fried Chicken building that was for a proposed street. Roberson stated it is unclear if the Town actually owns the property, but the quitclaim deed means the Town is foregoing all their interests in the property. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT FUNDING FROM SOUTHWESTERN COMMISSION FOR STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS GRANT: Roberson stated the $10,000 grant is for professional planning services that will help with the completion of the Streetscape beautification along NC107. The Town will match the grant with salary and in-kind contributions. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
COMMUNITY TABLE INSURANCE DISCUSSION: The Farmers Market would like to be allowed to use the Community Table during the winter months. Stanberry Insurance has recommended that the Farmers Market take out their own insurance policy. The Town has the building insured, but a separate policy needs to cover the liability of activities held in the building. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion stating that any other entity that used the Community Table should have the appropriate insurance before using the building. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CONTRIBUTION TO UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to contribute $150 to United Christian Ministries. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENT: The item was tabled.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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