Regular Board Meeting September 19, 2013


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 17, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on October 17, 2013 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem Christina Matheson and Commissioners Harold Hensley, Barbara Hamilton and Danny Allen
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mayor Maurice Moody
STAFF PRESENT: Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Davis Woodard (Police Chief)
VISITORS PRESENT: Robin Schaeffer, John Jeleniewski, Mary Gelbaugh, Jeremy Edmonds, Quintin Ellison and Caitlin Bowling
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tem Matheson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: None
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Matheson stated that she attended the League of Municipalities Conference in Hickory this week with Commissioners Danny Allen and Barbara Hamilton and Paige Roberson. Commissioner Hamilton stated she is still getting positive feedback from the “Concerts on the Creek” and encourages everyone in the community to participate in all the events.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated that during the League of Municipalities Conference in Hickory there were several topics discussed such as public officials/employees, working with local legislatures, tax reform and economic development. Roberson also stated she met with representatives to discuss next years “Concerts on the Creek” schedule. Sylva’s 125th Anniversary will be in 2014 and the Town needs to start planning. Roberson asked the Board to submit recommendations for committee members so they can start the planning process.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Schaeffer stated the recycling bins for Main Street have been installed.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard stated that Judy Lau attended Evidence Training in Edneyville last week and it has been very helpful. On November 15th the Jackson County Rescue Squad will be conducting an overnight training exercise at Pinnacle Park to assist with future rescues. Woodard also stated the parking lot behind the police department has been painted.
MAIN STREET REPORT: Roberson stated the “Taste of Sylva” event made a profit of $1,529. “Treat Street” will be October 26th from 2:00 to 5:00 pm. The Christmas Parade has been scheduled for December 14th.
SYLVA MAIN STREET STREETSCAPE PLAN: The Town received a $10,000 grant from the Appalachian Regional Commissioner to come up with a streetscape plan for NC107. The plan identifies locations for sidewalks, trees, transit stops, etc. The Town needs to have the plan in place before 2021 when the DOT starts right-of-way procurements for the NC107 improvements so the Town is more likely to receive funding. This plan will supercede the Town’s current ordinances. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the plan. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PROCLAMATION FOR NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adopt the proclamation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
AWAKE – ROBIN SCHAEFFER: Robin Schaeffer stated that AWAKE coordinates services for abused children. The agency has lost $3,000 in state cutbacks. They will be having a fundraising even on November 7th at the Nichols House from 3:00 to 6:00 pm to help raise funds. AWAKE has received a grant that will match up to $5,000. Schaeffer is asking for support from everyone so AWAKE will be able to meet their $5,000 goal. Christina Matheson asked that this item be tabled until the November 7th meeting.
RED RIBBON WEEK PROCLAMATION: Commissioner Allen made a motion to adopt the proclamation. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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