Regular Board Meeting November 7, 2013

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

November 7, 2013
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on November 7, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Christina Matheson and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Brandi King (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: John Jeleniewski, James Herbert, Mary Gelbaugh, Yonnie McDowell, Emma Bryson, Quintin Ellison, Vangie Jones, Josh Franks and Marjorie Herbert
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Public Works Director Dan Schaeffer stated the Town needs to appropriate $4,500 for a dehumidifier and add on for the heating and air unit at the new police station. The engineer and architect will each contribute $1,000 to the cost of the add ons. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to appropriate $4,500 from contingency for the additional costs for the heating system at the police station. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody congratulated Mary Gelbaugh, Chris Matheson and Barbara Hamilton on their elections.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Allen stated he has received several complaints from employees regarding the new health insurance. Roberson stated she will work with the employees to have a refresher course. Commissioner Hamilton stated that with the Veteran’s Day Holiday coming up she wanted to thank all the veterans.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated the street lights downtown have been repainted and the Christmas decorations will be put up next week. Roberson attended and economic development listening tour in Asheville for restructuring the Rural Center. The Christmas Parade will be December 14th at 3:00 pm. Maurice and Mary Moody will be the Grand Marshals. Roberson also stated that Rebecca Duley has moved out of town, so the Board will need to fill the vacancy on the Planning Board. The next Planning Board meeting has been rescheduled for November 14th.
PUBLIC HEARING (ALTERING THE PUBLIC USE OF FINCH STREET): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:40 pm. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public input regarding the Town’s intention to alter the public use of Finch Street. Finch Street will be closed to public vehicular traffic, but will remain open to pedestrian and bicycle use. Public Works Director Dan Schaeffer stated Finch Street was undermined when the liquor store was expanded. Vangie Jones of Charles Street is concerned about the traffic that will be added to East Sylva Circle if Finch Street is closed. Jones questioned whether the other roads in the area would be upgraded to prevent accidents since they are narrow and have blind curves. Josh Franks said closing Finch Street to vehicular traffic would make the area safer since cars would not be speeding over “Thrill Hill” anymore. The public hearing was closed at 5:50 pm.
PUBLIC HEARING (CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FROM MARJORIE HERBERT): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 5:51 pm. Marjorie Herbert has submitted a CUP application requesting she be allowed to have a manufactured home park on her property on Chipper Curve Road zoned as R3. Herbert is requesting the placement of one single-wide manufactured home on the property which presently includes a double-wide manufactured home. John Jeleniewski, Code Compliance Officer, reviewed the County’s Staff Report regarding the application. Jeleniewski stated the requirements for CUP for the manufactured home park have been met and should be approved with the following conditions: the placement and secure strapping of the proposed unit shall be per NC Building Code, a skirt at the bottom of the manufactured home shall be provided using earthy tones, evergreen trees for screening purposes shall be installed, all decks, stoops, stairs, etc. shall be constructed of treated lumber and maintained, a central location for trash pick-up shall be provided, only two units will be allowed to be placed on this parcel, and the property shall be maintained at a safe, habitable standard of living and shall adhere to the Town of Sylva Code of Ordinances. Paige Roberson stated the Planning Board also recommended the approval of the CUP. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:04 pm.
AWAKE DONATION: Commissioner Matheson stated AWAKE is a child advocacy center that provides a safe, secure and comfortable environment for children during interviews. The Sylva Police Department utilizes this facility often during the course of their investigations. Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to appropriate $750 from contingency to AWAKE. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION TO ALTER THE PUBLIC USE OF FINCH STREET: Commissioner Matheson made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FROM MARJORIE HERBERT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit Application. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
RESOLUTION (NCDOT PRIORITIZATION): Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:27 pm.
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