Regular Board Meeting March 6, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

March 6, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 6, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Barbara Hamilton, Harold Hensley, Mary Gelbaugh and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Brandi King (Town Clerk), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Heather Britt, John Jeleniewski and Doug Rowe
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody stated the Board’s discussion regarding two-way traffic on Main Street has gotten a lot of press lately. Moody stated there will be lots of opportunity for public input.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh stated she would like to see a volunteer cleanup day for the parks scheduled this spring. Commissioner Hensley thanked everyone for their participation in the TWSA Annual Meeting. Commissioner Allen stated he has received several phone calls from residents not wanting the maple trees on Main Street cut down. Commissioner Hamilton stated there are two new businesses on Main Street, so the economy is moving in a positive direction. 
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson stated Zachary Dezarn was sworn in today as a new Police Officer. The department budgets were turned in today. The Fire Department will be conducting a Fire Drill on Sunday from 1:30 to 6:00 pm. The Chamber of Commerce is having a benefit concert this Saturday at 5:30 at the Library. Roberson also stated she is looking for grants for the traffic study and the Southwestern Commission has one available with an application deadline of March 21st. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to proceed with the grant application. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Roberson stated the Planning Board is looking into the rezoning of parcels on West Main and North Mill Streets. They will also be targeting areas for ETJ and working on the Stormwater Management Ordinance at their next meeting.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: The Custom Pumper Truck Bid Opening was today at 5:00 pm. The Fire Department will review the four bids they received and will come to the next meeting for contract approval.
PUBLIC HEARING (TAXI CAB ORDINANCE): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:38 pm. The changes to the ordinance would give the Police Chief authority to approve taxi cabs annually. There would also be a five year time limit added to speeding tickets. The Public Hearing was closed at 5:40 pm.
PUBLIC HEARING (ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-42 & 38-302(c)): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:40 pm. The ordinance amendments were recommended technical changes by the Department of Justice. The change would allow churches in the Institutional Districts. Roberson stated she is pleased with the results of the Department of Justice investigation. The Public Hearing was closed at 5:41 pm.

PUBLIC HEARING (ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-177(c) VARIANCES): Mayor Moody called the Public Hearing to order at 5:41 pm. These changes are regarding the 2013 Legislative changes for planning laws. The Public Hearing was closed at 5:42 pm.

TAXI CAB ORDINANCE: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the changes to the Taxi Cab Ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-42 & 38-302(c): Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the ordinance amendments. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-177(c) VARIANCES: Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion to approve the ordinance amendments. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR FINCH STREET IMPROVEMENTS: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the capital project ordinance. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
CLOSED SESSION: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) regarding negotiations of real property in regards to ABC negotiations with Jackson County. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Closed Session at 5:47 pm.
Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to come out of Closed Session. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the Board entered into Regular Session at 6:59 pm.

ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Allen made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.
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