Regular Board Meeting June 19, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

July 17, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on July 17, 2014 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Mary Gelbaugh, Barbara Hamilton and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Brandi Henson (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Susan Anspacher, Jeremy Morrison and Betty Foti
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody wished Commissioner Hamilton a “Happy Birthday”. Moody also stated the Cashiers ABC Store Grand Opening was yesterday.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Hamilton reminded everyone to attend WCU’s “Day of Service”. Commissioner Sossamon stated the turn lane on Main Street seems to be working well. Commissioner Gelbaugh agreed with Sossamon regarding the turn lane. Gelbaugh also stated she rode with Officer Reid last night and thanked the Police Department for everything they do for the Town.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson reminded everyone about WCU’s “Day of Service” on Saturday at Bridge Park from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Auditors will be at Town Hall the second week in September.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Roberson stated that Fire Department members met with Sutphen last Friday regarding their new pumper truck. The Fire Department would like to add a mini light tower to the truck and need to move $10,000 from Fire Department Capital to pay for the addition. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the Fire Department’s $10,000 appropriation from their Capital Funds to pay for the mini light tower. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
MAIN STREET REPORT: Roberson stated the July 4th celebration at Bridge Park was well attended. The Main Street Committee will have a retreat with Liz Parham on July 29th.
VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION: Mayor Moody presented this years Volunteer Service Award to Betty Foti.

MARTHA POPPLEWELL ESTATE FUNDS DISCUSSION: Roberson stated the Board needs to decide on a project using the funds bestowed on the Town from Martha Popplewell’s estate. The Board discussed a handicapped fishing pier, dance stage, and a water feature. The Town was given $30,000 from the estate. Roberson will check into pricing and let the Board know at their next meeting.

FINCH STREET UPDATES: Schaeffer stated he has received preliminary plans from the engineer, Victor Lofquist. There will need to be a 16 foot wall installed behind the ABC Store as well as fence and guardrail. Schaeffer estimates that the project should start mid-September and be complete by the end of December. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to proceed with the preliminary drawings and bid packet to proceed with the project. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ETJ DISCUSSION: The Planning Board has recommended three areas for the Board to consider for Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction. Phase 1 is NC107 from Ingles to the old Jack the Dipper. Phase 2 is Business 23 to Exit 85. Phase 3 is the Cope Creek and Dillardtown areas. Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to proceed with the ETJ starting with Phase 1. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
FRACKING IN NC RESOLUTION: Commissioner Hensley stated they have not proved that fracking is beneficial to North Carolina. Commissioner Hamilton stated that geologists have said that our mountains are too old to contain natural gas, but big corporations will try to extract the gas anyway and will affect this area for many years to come. Mayor Moody stated that surrounding towns and counties have adopted the resolution in opposition of fracking. Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adopt the Resolution Opposing Hydraulic Fracturing in North Carolina. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:52 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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