Regular Board Meeting August 21, 2014


REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

August 21, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on August 21, 2014 at 9:15 a.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Harold Hensley, Mary Gelbaugh, Barbara Hamilton and Lynda Sossamon
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Brandi Henson (Town Clerk), Paige Roberson (Town Manager), Davis Woodard (Police Chief), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney)
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Sheryl Rudd, Danette Ott, Ashley Birchard, Boyd Sossamon Jr., Wayne Smith and Livingston Kelly
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Sheryl Rudd thanked everyone for everything they have done regarding the fire on Main Street.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody extended his appreciation to all emergency personnel and Town staff for their efforts during the fire.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh stated the emergency meeting with the merchants was a success and the Board should consider at least a quarterly meeting to hear from them. Gelbaugh also stated that Matthew Bateman is planning a “Cash Mob” for downtown on Friday, September 5th at 5:45 pm. Commissioner Sossamon thanked all those involved in the fire. She also stated that WCU will be having a “Birthday Bash” on August 26th in honor of their 125th anniversary. Commissioner Hensley thanked all the local restaurants that donated to the emergency personnel that were working the fire. Hensley stated the community really came together. Commissioner Allen reiterated thanks to all those involved in the fire and the Town as a whole. Commissioner Hamilton stated she is very proud and happy to live here because everyone came together. Hamilton also stated the Town needs to work on a better working relationship with the merchants in town.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Roberson thanked Eric Ridenour for his help during the fire and Greg and Jenny McPhearson for letting the fire department use their building for training a few months ago so that emergency personnel were prepared. Roberson stated the stage at Bridge Park has been poured.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT: Schaeffer presented the Board with a timeline for the Finch Street Project. The completion date is set for December 15th. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Woodard commended the Fire Departments, Public Works, the Board, staff and all others involved in the fire on Main Street.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Roberson stated the Fire Department has requested the Board look into boarded up windows on Main Street since that was a major hindrance in their fire fighting efforts.
MAIN STREET REPORT: Roberson will be attending the Main Street Manager’s Conference in Waynesville the rest of the week.
PUBLIC HEARING (TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON CONSTRUCTION OF METAL SIDED BUILDINGS): Mayor Moody called the public hearing to order at 9:27 am. Roberson stated there are several properties in the B-1 district that are currently vacant. The Town does not have appearance standards in place to protect the Town’s Historic Registry nomination. Wayne Smith stated the Town should not have any kind of moratorium right now. Potential buyers would be put on hold until the Town has design standards in place to know if the buildings they want to build are cost effective. Commissioner Hensley stated he is interested in progress, but does not want a moratorium. Commissioner Gelbaugh stated she is also opposed to a moratorium. Boyd Sossamon Jr. stated it is very important to maintain the character of downtown. Sheryl Rudd stated downtown is a historic area and metal sided buildings would destroy its character. Livingston Kelly stated a moratorium is not appropriate at this time. Commissioner Sossamon stated the moratorium would allow the Board time to get design standards in place to guarantee that new buildings have the same character as the older buildings. Commissioner Allen stated he wants to see new business in Town to increase the tax base. Commissioner Hamilton wants to keep the character downtown, but also wants to see new business. Mayor Moody closed the public hearing at 9:51 am.
ORDINANCE INSTITUTING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON CONSTRUCTION OF METAL SIDED BUILDINGS: Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the ordinance. The motion was denied with a vote of three to two. Commissioners Gelbaugh, Hensley and Allen were opposed. Commissioner Hamilton was in favor. Mayor Moody expressed that he was also in favor of the ordinance.
125TH ANNIVERSARY BUDGET AMENDMENT: Roberson stated the budget for the 125th Anniversary Celebration needs to be amended to cover an extra band on Saturday, the sound system, cloggers/dancers, story tellers and other historic activities. The budget will be amended as follows:

Expenditures  



$9,150


Revenues from sales


$6,150


Appropriation from Fund Balance
$3,000
Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the budget amendment. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 a.m. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
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