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REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners

October 2, 2014
The Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners held a regularly scheduled meeting on October 2, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of Municipal Hall, 83 Allen Street, Sylva, N.C.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Maurice Moody and Commissioners Danny Allen, Lynda Sossamon, Harold Hensley, Barbara Hamilton and Mary Gelbaugh
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Paige Dowling (Town Manager), Brandi Henson (Town Clerk), Dan Schaeffer (Public Works Director), Davis Woodard (Police Chief) and Eric Ridenour (Town Attorney) 
VISITORS PRESENT: Quintin Ellison, Russ Harris, Ellen Hunter, Boyd Sossamon, Joe Hamilton, Paul Holt and Dewayne Ward
CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Moody called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Commissioner Hensley made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
SWEAR IN TAX COLLECTOR: Mayor Moody administered the oath of office for tax collector to Paige Dowling.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Dewayne Ward of Creekside Oyster requested an off-premise sign for his business on NC107 from the Board. He originally had one on Business 23 across from O’Malley’s, but NCDOT made him remove it because it was within 100ft of a permitted billboard. John Jeleniewski, Code Enforcement Officer, will not permit his sign on Business 23 stating the location is within 800 feet of a lighted billboard. Mayor Moody suggested that Jeleniewski, Dowling and Ward meet to clarify the ordinance. Ward also requested additional street lights in the parking lot of his business for the safety of his patrons.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Moody reported that Brandi Henson has accepted the position of Tax Collector with Jackson County.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: Commissioner Gelbaugh stated businesses near the end of Mill and Main Street would like to be included when the holiday flags are put up. Schaeffer stated the Lions Club puts up the flags. Gelbaugh also stated that City Lights is selling “I love Sylva” stickers so everyone should show their support. Commissioner Allen and Hamilton thanked Henson for her service to the Town. Commissioner Hamilton also wished Commissioner Allen a “Happy Birthday” and encouraged everyone to participate in “Taste of Sylva” this Saturday.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Dowling stated she received proposals for the two-way traffic study grant and she has selected Teague Engineering from Waynesville. They should complete the study within 90 days.
The “Taste of Sylva” is this Saturday from 1-5:00 pm and will start at McGuire Gardens. Dowling encouraged everyone to continue to promote and attend the 125th Celebration starting October 10th. 

The bid opening for Finch Street was yesterday. The bids ranged from $141,513 to $239,963. Parker Excavating was the low bidder.

Dowling also thanked Brandi for her 8+ years of service to the Town of Sylva.

PLANNING BOARD REPORT: Dowling stated the Planning Board made their final ordinance revisions to Section 38-42 on Monday night. They are continuing their work on a food truck ordinance and the continuance of the ETJ.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: None
TWSA REPORT: Commissioner Hensley stated there are no new projects to discuss.
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 38-42 OF THE TOWN CODE ENTITLED: MAIN STREET BUSINESS DISTRICT: Paul Holt stated he does not believe that the way the ordinance is written his building would be exempt since he has architecturally closed in windows and offered an amendment to the ordinance.

Commissioner Sossamon made a motion to adopt the ordinance as proposed. The motion carries with a unanimous vote. Commissioner Gelbaugh made a motion that Paul Holt’s building at 702 W Main Street is approved under this ordinance as permitted. The motion carries with a unanimous vote.
Commissioner Allen thanked the Planning Board and Eric Ridenour for all their work on this ordinance.
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Hamilton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion carries with a unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 6:01 pm.
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